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Editorial 

Jane  Walters  Peers  reminds  us  that  we  are  a Religious  Society 
of  Friends  and  that  it  is  our  spiritual  base  that  underlies  our  work. 
As  individuals,  as  meetings  and  as  Quaker  organizations,  we 
must  differentiate  between  deep  concerns  and  religious  commit- 
ments. Are  we  truly  led  to  do  the  work  that  we  do?  Or  are  we  just 
good  people  doing  good  work?  She  says  that  good  people  doing 
good  work  is  no  small  thing,  but  that  without  the  leading  from  a 
religious  source  our  actions  are  apt  to  be  false. 

In  the  October  1981  issue  of  Friends  Bulletin,  Ann  Stever 
(University  Meeting)  writes  about  “The  Spiritual  Base  of  Our  Life 
and  Work."  She  says,  "I  think  there  is  a balance  between  the  work 
of  preparation,  an  openness  to  being  led,  and  a willingness  to  take 
risks  and  speak  out  or  act....  But  beyond  any  conscious  or  uncon- 
scious preparation,  there  comes  a leap  of  faith — the  daring  to  say, 
'Lord,  here  am  I;  send  me.'  That  leap  must  be  made  with  the 
human  knowledge  of  possible  costs,  of  inconvenience,  of  failing 
to  carry  out  some  socially  accepted  obligations....  That  leap  of  faith 
must  also  be  made  in  the  knowledge  that  we  may  fail,  or  that  we 
may  never  know  the  results  of  our  actions." 

As  an  individual,  one  of  the  questions  that  I struggle  with 
about  this  time  each  year  is  "What  should  I do  for  my  meeting?"I 
know  that  nominating  committee  will  soon  be  asking  me  what 
responsibilities  I want  to  hold  for  next  year.  Because  I work  at 
home,  my  job  as  Friends  Bulletin  editor  is  always  with  me.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  gives  me  a great  deal  of  flexibility.  I can  possibly  do 
some  things  that  others  with  a more  rigid  schedule  would  find 
difficult.  Again,  I ask  myself,  "How  should  I serve  my  meeting?" 
Jane  Peer's  article  helps  me  to  see  that  I must  search  inside  myself 
to  be  certain  that  I am  truly  led  to  the  right  answer. 

There  are  many  examples  of  the  work  of  Friends  at  the 
monthly,  regional,  and  yearly  meeting  level  in  this  issue.  Arizona 
Half-Yearly  Meeting,  New  Mexico  Regional  Meeting,  Southern 
California  Quarter,  and  Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting  Friends 
report  on  activities  and  concerns  of  Friends  in  their  areas.  Friends 
in  IMYM  are  struggling  with  their  reactions  to  Amendment  2. 
Should  they  boycott  Colorado?  NPYM  Friends  are  looking  at  their 
structure.  Should  it  be  revised?  Friends  are  asked  to  respond  to  the 
enclosed  queries. 

Don't  miss  Lee  Steeman's  article  if  you're  at  all  interested  in 
First  Day  School.  (And  my  personal  bias  is  that  we  should  all  be 
interested  in  First  Day  School;  our  children  are  our  future.)  She 
reports  on  what  might  seem  like  a negative  situation  and  finds  it 
positive. 

There  is  a spiritual  basis  to  all  this  work. 

* * * 

The  first  of  the  year  has  come  and  gone.  Wayne  and  I went  to 
Hawaii  for  a week's  vacation.  We  came  home  refreshed  and  ready 
to  get  back  to  work.  We've  processed  all  Meeting  subscriptions 
received.  We  thank  those  meetings  and  individuals  who  have  sent 
in  their  renewals.  If  yours  isn't  in,  please  send  it  right  away.  We 
don't  want  to  lose  you.  n 

Nancy  Yamall 
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The  Spiritual  Basis  of  Quaker  Service 

by  Jane  Walters  Peers,  La  Jolla 


Our  name,  as  we  have  used  it  for  over  300  years,  is  The 
Religious  Society  of  Friends.  While  we  often  abbreviate  it 
among  ourselves,  it  is  important  that  we  stop  now  and  again  and 
remind  ourselves  of  just  who  we  are  and  what  we  are  about. 

An  Ethical  Religion 

In  contrast  to  many  other  groups  of  worshippers,  we  are 
an  “ethical  religion."  Coming,  as  Friends  do,  from  a strong 
Judeo-Christian  tradition,  we,  in  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends  tend  to  define  religion  as  a system  of  moral  and 
ethical  principles.  We  must,  however,  recognize  that  “reli- 
gion" does  not  mean  this  by  definition.  In  fact,  the  first 
definition  in  Webster's  Dictionary  is  “belief  in  a divine  or 
superhuman  power  or  powers  to  be  obeyed  and  worshipped 
as  the  creator(s)  and  ruler(s)  of  the  universe,"  and  the  second 
is  “expression  of  this  belief  in  conduct  and  ritual,"  and  we  get 
to  the  third  meaning  before  we  find  a mention  of  ethics,  as  in 
“any  specific  system  of  belief,  worship,  conduct,  etc.,  often 
involving  a code  of  ethics  and  a philosophy...." 

Many  of  the  world's  religions  have  been  and  are  now 
systems  for  explaining  the  inexplicable.  Human  beings  have  a 
strong  tendency  to  look  for  order,  meaning,  or  intent  in  the 
eventsof  life.  People  want  to  understand  and  topredictwherever 
and  whenever  possible.  Therefore,  many  gods  and  goddesses 
have  emerged  whose  capridousness  explains  some  of  life's 
mysteries.  They  are  notsomuch  worshipped  as  propitiated,  and 
they  have  virtually  no  interest  in  how  a person  lives  his  or  her  life 
unless  somehow — often  without  being  aware  of  it — the  human 
offends  the  particular  deity.  Then  the  goddess  or  the  god  may  be, 
and  often  was,  said  to  interact  with  the  human,  often  in  punitive, 
even  catastrophic  ways. 

We  are  reminded  that  there  is  no  morality,  no  ethical 
teaching,  in  this  kind  of  belief.  There  is  only  awe,  fear, 
propitiation,  and  the  belief  in  beings  of  vast  power  who  can 
and  do  sometimes  involve  themselves  with  human  lives. 

We  see  echoes  of  this  in  the  early  chapters  of  Genesis.  The 
God  whom  we  know  today  would  not  command  a father  to 
take  his  son  on  a picnic  and  then  kill  him.  Later  writers  turned 
this  caprice  of  Jehovah's  into  a test  — a test,  not  of  faith,  but 
of  how  abject  was  Abraham's  commitment  to  his  God . We  see 
throughout  the  Genesis  stories  the  searching  of  early  Judaism 
for  a religion  which  combined  a code  of  living  with  its 
worship.  In  the  Mosaic  code,  we  have  the  clear  statement  that 
Judaism  had  become  a religion  with  a set  of  rules  for  living, 
many  of  them  part  of  a system  of  ethics.  Jesus  grew  up,  was 
taught,  and  knew  well  the  ethical  principles  to  which  the 
Judaism  of  his  time  had  evolved.  He  himself  brought  new 
light  to  change  forever  some  of  those  rules.  We  know  that  he 
taught  forgiveness,  compassion,  love,  and  trust  as  principles 
to  apply  in  one's  daily  life,  regularly  and  completely. 

Thus,  Christianity  is  an  ethical  religion.  It  teaches  clearly 


how  a life  which  will  result  in  a person  being  “blessed"  is  to 
be  lived.  While  we  may  feel  that  much  was  lost  over  the 
intervening  centuries  between  the  time  when  Jesus  taught 
and  the  time  when  his  words  could  be  read  by  seekers,  the 
teachings  were  there.  With  the  advent  of  printing,  the  wider 
availability  of  the  Bible,  and  the  Reformation,  George  Fox  and 
other  Seekers  were  able  to  discern  much  of  that  ancient,  but 
still  revolutionary,  message. 

...the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  is  essentially 
an  attempt  to  live  as  the  Disciples  lived... 

Early  Friends  believed  that  they  had  found  the  message 
intended  for  all  the  world.  They  often  used  the  phrase, 
“Christianity  rediscovered,"  to  explain  what  they  were  about. 
Many  Friends  have  felt,  not  just  in  the  1600's,  but  in  the  years 
since,  that  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  is  essentially  an 
attempt  to  live  as  the  Disciples  lived  when  they  were  one 
band,  traveling,  teaching,  and  communing  daily  with  Jesus, 
who  was  himself  their  teacher. 

From  this  deep  dedication  to  learning  "what  the  Lord 
requires  of  us,"  certain  key  beliefs  and  practices  emerged 
among  Quakers.  It  is  not  my  place  to  try  to  define  the  core  of 
our  Quaker  faith.  It  is  my  assignment  to  talk  about  those 
elements  of  faith  which  force  us  to  do  work  in  the  world  for 
the  betterment  of  that  world.  It  is  my  conviction  that  we  do 
have  a religious  belief  which  impels  us  to  these  actions.  If  our 
actions  are  impelled  only  by  ethical,  social,  or  political  con- 
siderations, I do  not  believe  that  they  are  part  of  our  religious 
impetus. 

If  all  we  are  about  is  to  try  to  help  the  world  and  its  people 
for  ethical  reasons,  we  are  simply  an  ethical  society  — good 
people  trying  to  do  good.  To  me,  there  is  something  more 
forceful  which  compels  us  to  act  as  wq  do,  and  that  "some- 
thing" is  pure  religious  impulse.  If  it  is  not  from  our  deepest 
convictions  that  our  impulse  to  action  springs,  we  — as  a 
Religious  Society  of  Friends — are  being  false.  Our  acts  are  as 
"sounding  brass"  or  as  "tinkling  cymbals."  We  are  acting 
merely  as  decent  people,  and  that  is  no  small  thing,  but  we  are 
not  acting  with  the  weight  of  a leading  from  the  Divine 
Source. 

When  we  are  aware  of  being  truly  led,  we  feel  passion 
concerning  our  activity.  We  need  our  passionate  response  to 
a calling.  For  too  many  years  Friends  have  been  suspicious  of 
passion,  calling  this  most  natural  and  genuine  emotion  one  of 
the  "excesses."  Of  course,  we  do  well  to  be  wary  of  "ex- 
cesses," to  test  our  passionate  inclination,  to  submit  our 
leadings  to  the  counsel  of  our  peers  in  a Clearness  Committee 
or  otherwise.  However,  a true  leading  is  very  likely  to  call  on 
us  for  a wholehearted  and  committed  response.  We  need  to 
emerge  farther  from  our  Quietism  and  our  Quietist  attitudes 
and  face  our  truths  with  more  courage. 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


MARCH  1993  — PAGE  85 


Deep  Concerns  are  Not  Religious  Commitment 

We  must  not  mistake  our  deep  concerns  for  religious 
commitments.  Many  of  us  have  deep  passionate  convictions 
which  are  genuine,  important,  and  lead  us  into  action.  For 
example,  I deplore  the  debasing  of  our  educational  institu- 
tions to  the  point  that  today  most  of  our  Universities  and  their 
courses  should  be  more  properly  called  “Vocational  Schools. " 
Students  look  toward  the  eventual  dollar  value  of  the  courses 
they  take,  and  courses  are  advertised  according  to  their 
"utility"  in  earning  a living.  The  student  who  is  able  to  take 
a course  simply  for  the  sheer  joy  of  knowing  is  in  a privileged 
minority. 

I care  about  this  situation.  I value  a breadth  of  knowledge. 
And  I am  convinced  that  a nation  based  on  the  form  of 
government  we  have  cannot  endure  without  an  educated 
electorate.  That  does  not  mean  merely  that  people  get 
through  school!  It  means  that  those  who  vote  must  have  an 
understanding  of  history  and  an  ability  to  sort  through 
conflicting  claims.  It  means  that  citizens  must  have  achieved 
a level  of  thinking  that  permits  them  to  be  concerned  with 
issues  and  ideas  and  their  implications,  rather  than  merely 
being  swayed  by  appearances,  or,  even  worse,  by  short 
memories  and  belief  in  history  re-written  to  suit  political 
strategy.  Yes,  I am  passionate  about  these  matters. 

However,  I do  not  mistake  them  for  a religious  concern,  and 
I do  not  expect  my  meeting  to  take  them  up  as  a religious 
witness.  These  concerns  spring  from  who  I am  — Jane  Walters 
Peers,  Quaker  — from  the  total  person  and  her  own  unique 
experiences.  They  do  not  represent  a spiritual  leading,  and  while 
I would  like  other  Friends  to  join  with  me  in  considering  them, 
I do  not  mistake  them  for  something  they  are  not.  On  the  other 
hand,  I know  that  one  feels  a similar  degree  of  passion  about  a 
religious  concern  to  which  one  is  truly  led.  While  we  need  our 
passion,  and  we  need  to  respect  our  deep  concerns,  we  need  just 
as  truly  to  recognize  the  basis  of  those  concerns.  Jesus  said,  in 
relation  to  paying  Roman  taxes,  "Render  unto  Caesar  the  things 
that  are  Caesar's  and  unto  God  the  things  that  are  God's."  In  the 
same  way,  we  must  learn  to  identify  the  "things,"  whether  they 
are  concerns  or  ideas  or  plans,  which  are  society's  or  which  come 
from  our  own  lives  and  those  " things"  that  are  really  God's  work 
for  us. 

The  spiritual  basis  of  our  work  in  the  world  is  a profound 
sense  of  being  led  — out  of  the  center,  out  of  the  silence,  out 
of  our  corporate  worship,  or  out  of  personal  seeking.  When 
we  consider  taking  a stand  or  embarking  on  an  action,  the  test 
we  must  apply  should,  and  must,  be  whether  the  impetus 
comes  from  our  heads,  our  hearts,  or  our  whole  being  as  we 
sense  the  guidance  of  the  Light. 

...religious  impulse...led  early  Friends  to  "speak 
Truth  to  Power." 

It  was  religious  impulse  that  led  early  Friends  to  "speak 
Truth  to  Power."  That  phrase  was  not  used  first  of  informed 
political  theory  or  even  of  enlightened  ethical  principles.  It 


was  used  to  describe  a spiritual  Truth  — a spiritual  position 
— and  early  Friends  saw  that  Truth  as  the  teachings  of  Jesus. 
From  Jesus  as  they  understood  him  and  from  his  teachings 
came  the  guidance  to  do  what  they  felt  they  had  to  do. 

When  Elizabeth  Fry  went  into  Newgate  Prison,  she  was 
following  a religious  leading,  and  it  was  as  a religious  leading 
that  her  call  was  respected  by  family  and  by  other  Friends.  She 
did  not  go  in  order  to  change  a harsh  and  inhumane  system, 
although  the  system  certainly  was  exactly  that,  and  her  actions 
did  work  to  bring  about  awareness  and  social  change.  She  went 
simply  to  help,  acting  out  of  her  compassion  for  other  human 
beings  in  whom  she  was  convinced  there  was  "that  of  God"  just 
as  truly  as  she  felt  it  in  herself  and  her  family.  Secure  in  her  belief 
that  she  was  led  by  the  Divine,  she  "knew"  that  which  was  of 
God  in  her  could  reach  that  of  God  in  those  wretched,  unlettered, 
depraved  women  and  children.  It  was  this  belief  that  permitted 
her  to  enter  the  terrible  conditions  of  the  prisons  and  to  tell  the 
warder  who  tried  to  dissuade  her,  "Thank  thee.  I am  not  afraid." 
She  went  to  bring  light  and  spiritual  Truth  to  pitiful,  unenlight- 
ened souls  as  much  as  she  did  to  bring  simple,  practical  help  to 
sisters  and  brothers  in  their  misery. 

She,  and  many  of  the  other  workers,  saw  the  need  to  bring 
comfort  to  the  suffering  bodies  of  the  prisoners  and  the  poor,  but 
they  believed  that  it  was  just  as  important,  or  even  more  impor- 
tant, that  those  pitiable  ones  should  become  aware  of  "Truth," 
which  meant,  among  other  things,  that  those  unfortunates  also 
were  beloved  children  of  one  parent  God.  It  was  the  immortal 
soul,  housed  in  the  mortal  body,  that  Friends  sought  to  bring  to 
an  awareness  of  the  joyful  Truth  which  these  Friends  had  found. 
The  social  change  and  enlightenment  which  followed  was  not 
the  primary  goal  of  those  Friends.  They  were  following  their 
Guide,  in  faith,  in  trust,  and  with  joy. 

We  hear  often,  and  sometimes  speak,  of  the  pulls  between 
activism  and  mysticism,  or  between  Jesus  as  Christ  and 
Universalism.  Our  genuine  place,  I believe,  is  standing  at  the 
point  where  both  of  these  elements  are  respected  and  valued. 
For  if  we  see  these  two  positions  as  the  far  points  of  a 
continuum,  the  core  of  our  faith  is  in  the  middle,  at  a place 
where  both  aspects  of  worship  can  be  incorporated,  acknowl- 
edged, and  respected. 

Tension  Between  Mysticism  and  Activism 

"Tension"  can  refer  to  a pressure  which  pulls  apart,  but  it 
also  can  refer  to  a force  exerted  as  two  opposites  feel  the  pull  of 
the  other.  It  is  in  the  latter  sense  that  our  beliefs  and  the 
differences  among  us  can  be  most  accurately  conceptualized. 
Several  years  ago  I became  deeply  aware  of  the  power 
generated  among  us  because  of  our  willingness  to  embrace  our 
various  leadings.  The  need  for  Friends  to  be  aware  and  to  accept 
the  paradoxes  among  us  is  a concept  that  has  stayed  with  me, 
and  I am  happy  that  William  Tabor  has  put  into  print  the 
excellent  article,  "The  Unity  Underlying  Quaker  Diversity."1  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  a genuine  contribution  to  our  understanding 
of  ourselves  in  relation  to  this  essential  dimension. 
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I probably  fit  more  into  the  "mystical"  element  of  Quak- 
erism than  any  other,  although  at  times  I can  get  pretty 
Evangelical!  Quaker  mysticism,  in  my  understanding,  shares 
one  very  important  characteristic  with  Buddhism.  Both  teach 
that  one  meditates  (We  would  say  "worships.")  either  in  a 
group  or  alone  and  then  moves  down  from  the  mountain  top 
to  put  the  Truth  one  has  found  into  action  among  one's  fellow 
human  beings.  The  continuum  is  found  not  only  within 
Quakerism  but  within  one's  own  life.  There  are  times  in  the 
life  of  any  individual  Quaker  when  she  or  he  is  moved  to 
activism,  and  times  when  she  or  he  is  moved  toward  mystical 
experiences.  It  is  important  to  recognize  and  respect  these 
cycles,  whether  they  occur  in  oneself  or  in  another  Friend. 

Our  strength  in  action  comes  only  from  our  religious 
leading!  If  we  move  out  of  pity  or  anger  or  even  out  of 
knowledge  and  conviction,  we  may  be  successful.  As  human 
beings  we  surely  have  the  right  and  even  the  duty  to  do  so. 
What  we  do  not  have  the  right  to  do  is  to  call  these  concerns, 
which  arise  out  of  our  worldly  knowledge  or  our  personali- 
ties, "religious"  leadings. 

When  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  was 
begun  in  April  1917,  it  was  set  up  to  offer  Quaker  service  to 
the  United  States  in  lieu  of  military  service.  The  original 
statement  contains  the  words,  "We  are  united  in  expressing 
our  love  for  our  country  and  our  desire  to  serve  her  loyally. 
We  offer  our  services  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
in  any  constructive  work  in  which  we  can  conscientiously 
engage."  The  religious  impulse  to  help  was  not  the  primary 
reason  that  Friends  created  this  Committee.  However,  the 
committee  was  not  laid  down  at  the  end  of  the  war  (WWI) 
because  the  manner  in  which  the  young  people  served  made 
it  clear  that  they  could  be  trusted  and  that  they  were  welcome. 
The  essential  difference  they  brought  in  their  service  was  a 
willingness  to  seeboth  friend  and  foe  as  beings  worthy  of  love 
and  unselfish  care.  From  learning  to  trust  the  Quaker  workers 
through  their  dedicated  kindness,  many  peoples  in  the  world 
began  to  bring  their  plights  to  the  attention  of  this  American 
Committee.  (I  do  not  want  to  sound  ethno-centric:  the  same 
thing  happened  in  reference  to  British  Friends  and  to  a lesser 
extent  with  French  Friends.)  And  so.  Friends  began  to  re- 
spond to  the  needs  of  which  they  were  made  aware.  Were 
they  following  a religious  leading?  Was  it  more  a matter  of 
social  justice  or  of  alleviating  pain?  We  do  not  know  that 
every  project  undertaken  was  held  up  to  the  difficult  measure 
of  its  religious  basis.  Perhaps  it  is  time  for  us  to  begin  to  ask 
this  sort  of  question. 

Howard  Brinton  discussed  the  matter  of  the  tension  between 
mysticism  and  activism  — or  of  the  pull  of  each  for  the  other. 
He  commented  that  the  increasing  reliance  on  committees  had 
inherent  dangers,  although  clearly  more  and  more  of  the  work 
of  the  Society  was  being  done,  and  would  be  done,  in  the 
committee  structure.  He  saw  the  committee  replacing  the  indi- 
vidual who  was  inspired  by  religious  concerns.  Since  commit- 
tees are  a type  of  shape  or  form,  and  since  we  know  that  even 


Quakers  do  have  "forms"  and  follow  them,  the  danger  Brinton 
saw  was  that  the  "forms"  thus  created  might  be  "uninspired." 
Published  in  1967, 2 this  article  pointed  toward  a condition  which 
is  probably  even  more  visible  today.  It  seems  especially  apparent 
whenever  a Meeting  feels  that  it  must  fill  all  of  the  usual  slate  of 
committees.  If  there  are  no  Friends  within  a Meeting  able  or 
willing  to  serve  on  a given  committee,  isn't  it  more  in  the  service 
of  Truth  for  that  Meeting  to  face  the  reality  and  to  lay  down  a 
committee  at  that  time?  When  the  need  arises,  or  persons  evince 
interest,  a committee  may  be  re-established.  When  we  feel 
constrained  to  create  committees  for  worldly  reasons — such  as 
that  most  other  Meetings  have  such  committees  — we  are  not 
following  the  immediate  and  present  guidance  of  the  Spirit 
moving  among  us! 

Communication  with  God 

In  all  this  it  must  be  clear  that  I am  discussing  how  we  live 
out  one  of  our  basic  beliefs.  For  I do  feel  that  all  Friends  believe 
in  the  possibility  of  the  immediate  and  direct  communication 
of  God  with  that  of  God  which  is  in  each  of  us.  We  have  had 
Friends  who  have  reported  clear,  personal  experiences  of  the 
Divine  presence.  Such  a Friend  was  the  wise  and  eventually 
venerable  Stephen  Grellet  — that  French  nobleman  whose 
sufferings  led  him  to  America  and  whose  personal  experi- 
ence, while  walking  alone  in  a field,  was  of  a direct  voice 
speaking  to  him,  saying,  "Eternity!  Eternity!  Eternity!"  This 
experience  was  so  powerful  that  he  sought  out  the  Quakers, 
and  after  months  of  sitting  in  silent  worship  and  experiencing 
much  strong  emotion,  he  joined  them.  Such  was  his  convic- 
tion that  he  put  aside  the  name  which  demonstrated  to  the 
world  his  noble  French  connections  and  became  "Stephen 
Grellet,"  insisting  that  it  be  pronounced  according  to  the 
manner  of  his  adopted  country,  America.  For  him,  the  locus 
of  God  was  outside.  For  Elias  Hicks,  who  lived  in  an 
overlapping  time  period,  the  locus  had  to  be  within.  These 
two  devout  and  sincere  men  met,  and  it  seems  sad  that  each 
was  clear,  based  on  his  own  powerful  experience,  that 
neither  of  them  could  really  understand  the  other.  We  might 
say  the  same  thing  of  Joseph  John  Gurney  and  Elias  Hicks. 
The  beginnings  of  the  separations  in  this  country  came  from 
deep  religious  convictions,  although  there  were  undoubt- 
edly other,  sociological,  as  well  as  ideological  causes. 

These  separations  occurred  during  the  period  of  Quiet- 
ism. When  an  individual  becomes  too  greatly  turned  in  to 
himself  or  herself,  he  or  she  often  begins  to  pay  attention  to 
matters  which  would  not  be  of  concern  if  there  were  other, 
outside  interests.  It  seems  possible  that  if  Quakers  had  been 
able  to  maintain  the  fervor  and  conviction  of  their  own  early 
period,  they  might  not  have  turned  their  energies  to  issues 
which  Fox  might  well  have  termed  "quibbles!" 

However,  the  separations  did  come,  to  be  healed  in  part 
many  years  later.  The  issues  which  gave  rise  to  them  are  still 
with  us  today.  It  seems  that  we  must  learn  to  live  with  the 
paradoxes  and  that  we  must  hold  in  the  Light  both  our 
tendency  toward  mysticism  and  our  leading  toward  activ- 
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ism.  More  important  than  identifying  either  of  these  valuable 
elements  as  primary  is  our  need  to  be  true  to  our  nature  as  a 
religious  body,  to  be  clear  that  we  are,  in  fact  and  in  truth,  led 
to  undertake  the  tasks  to  which  we  set  our  hands. 

Our  work  in  the  world,  arising  as  it  must  out  of  our  deepest 
religious  insights,  is  the  "outward  and  visible"  reflection  of  an 
"inward  and  spiritual"  condition.  It  follows  the  usual  path 
among  us  from  Truth  revealed  to  an  individual  or  to  all  of  us  into 
action.  Sometimes  worshippers  join  us  and  hear  the  Queries 
read  and  feel  that  they  form  our  guidelines  or  are  a set  of  rules 
for  our  governance.  This  is  not  the  way  it  happens.  The  begin- 
ning is  the  spirit  and  the  direct  communication  between  God  and 
the  individual.  During  corporate  worship,  in  a gathered  meet- 
ing, we  are  made  aware  that  the  sum  is  greater  than  the  total 
number  of  those  present.  And  in  the  corporate  search,  when  our 
worship  is  at  its  best,  we  are  made  aware,  as  a group,  of  the  new 
Light.  Even  if  one  Friend  has  first  been  called  to  witness  to  it,  the 
corporate  worship  of  the  group  reveals  the  Light  in  new  and 
usually  enlarged  ways.  From  that  shared  religious  experience 
comes  a new  vision  of  Truth,  and,  as  we  learn  how  to  incorporate 
it  into  our  beliefs  and  into  our  lives,  we  begin  to  recognize  that  we 
have  a new  testimony.  Something  like  that  process  seems  to  be 
happening  among  us  at  this  time.  A new  testimony — having  to 
do  with  the  Earth  and  our  relationship  to  it  and  to  all  its  creatures 
— appears  to  be  arising.  We  will  wrestle  with  it,  talk  about  it, 
bring  it  to  our  worship  sessions,  and  in  time  we  will  not  "create," 
but  "recognize"  that  in  truth  we  have  a new  testimony. 

A new  testimony  — having  to  do  with  the 
Earth  ...  appears  to  he  arising. 

Friends  have  had  testimonies  which  no  longer  appear  in  our 
books  of  Discipline.  The  leading  to  such  testimonies  has  passed 
away.  When  we  have  a vital  and  engaged  worship  among  us,  we 
become  aware  of  new  testimonies  as  they  reflect  truths  which 
have  become  salient  to  us.  Our  testimonies  are  our  witness  to  the 
world  and  our  articulation  to  ourselves  of  where  a spiritual 
opening  has  led  us.  They  follow;  that  is,  they  come  second,  after 
the  revelation.  As  we  consider  new  Light,  we  regularly  examine 
the  ways  in  which  this  new  Light  may  affect  our  lives.  Then  we 
are  ready  to  write,  for  ourselves,  "Advices,"  which  remind  us  of 
the  practical  implications  of  the  truths  which  are  now  moving 
among  us. 

The  Advices  help  us  to  see  ways  to  let  Truth  work  in  our 
daily  lives,  in  our  personal  relationships,  and  in  our  contacts 
with  the  larger  worlds  of  commerce  and  activities.  Experi- 
ence shows  that  we  respond  even  more  clearly  to  questions 
which  we  ask  ourselves,  and  so  the  Queries  have  come  to  be 
well-institutionalized  among  us.  They  lead  us  in  — into 
ourselves  and  into  self  examination.  This  is  the  pathway 
which  leads  to  those  readings  of  Queries  or  of  Advices  and 
Queries  which  often  open  our  meetings  for  business  or  for 
worship.  It  is  analogous  to  the  pathway  that  a concern  would 
follow.  A religious  concern  would  arise  through  a leading,  a 
message,  a vision  of  the  Light  — the  terms  are  many  among 
us  for  this  mysterious  process.  It  might  be  that  only  one  of  us 


would  at  first  "carry  the  concern."  If  it  is  for  the  Meeting  as 
a whole,  the  Meeting  would  become  aware  of  being  under  the 
weight  of  that  concern.  From  that  center  in  worship  might 
arise  the  formation  of  a new  committee,  or  a Minute  calling 
for  action,  or  any  of  several  other  responses,  including  that  of 
"releasing"  a Friend  to  carry  out  the  concern.  The  strength  of 
our  conviction  that  we  are  indeed  called  to  take  this  path 
comes  from  our  unity  in  recognizing  the  spiritual  core  of  our 
concern.  We  will  find  the  energy  and  the  resources  to  do  the 
work  in  our  conviction  that  we  are  putting  our  lives  and  our 
efforts  in  line  with  Divine  Law  or  with  Divine  Will. 

...we  respond  even  more  clearly  to  questions 
which  we  ask  ourselves... 

If  we  do  not  do  this  work,  if  we  do  not  find  our  center  and 
hold  any  project  to  the  Light  of  Truth,  if  we  are  not  aware  of 
a sense  of  being  led,  so  that  we,  like  Luther,  must  say,  "Here 
I stand,  I can  no  other,"  then  we  are  not  being  true  to  the  Light 
which  we  have.  In  the  words  of  early  Friends,  we  are  "outrun- 
ning our  Guide. " When  we  permit  ourselves  to  be  busy  about 
work  in  the  world  to  which  we  are  not  called  we  falter  and 
sometimes  find  ourselves  confused.  We  are  a Religious 
Society  of  Friends.  When  we  are  true  to  our  calling,  we  are 
greater  than  the  size  of  the  group.  When  we  permit  God  to 
move  us  and  to  move  through  us,  we  are  on  safe  ground,  and 
the  slings  of  the  world  touch  us  only  on  the  outside.  In  the 
deep  center  of  our  being,  we  are  confident  of  being  held  and 
supported  by  Truth  as  it  has  been  revealed  to  us. 

We  do  have  ways  to  test  our  inclinations  to  action.  The 
first  is  through  knowing  the  source  of  our  leading.  Another 
is  through  our  own  feelings  about  undertaking  it.  If  we  can 
be  humble  enough  to  put  aside  the  projects  and  designs 
which  are  ours,  but  only  ours  — to  which  we  have  no  Holy 
Call  — the  actions  which  we  undertake  will  be  right.  We  can 
be  aware  of  the  spiritual  basis  of  our  actions.  In  fact,  we  must 
be  willing  to  hold  up  our  projects  for  scrutiny  in  the  Light  and 
to  act  as  a Religious  Society  of  Friends  only  when  we  feel  clear 
that  such  action  follows  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit.  The  spiri- 
tual basis  of  our  social  action  is  firmly  rooted  in  our  religious 
conviction  that  it  is  possible  for  us,  as  human  beings,  to  know 
the  Divine  will  and  to  carry  it  out  in  our  lives.* 

1 Realignment:  Nine  Views  Among  Friends,  Pendle  Hill,  1991. 

2 Friends  Bulletin  has  been  unable  to  find  the  source  of  this  article. 
Any  assistance  would  be  appreciated.  In  1950  Howard  Brinton 
wrote  "Prophet  Ministry,"  Pendle  Hill  Pamphlet  #54.  At  that 
date  he  was  already  expressing  concern  over  the  role  of 
committees. 

Jane  Walters  Peers  was  clerk  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  for  three 
years,  from  1989-1992.  She  has  also  served  on  the  yearly  meeting 
ministry  and  oversight  and  discipline  committees.  A member  of  La 
Jolla  Meeting,  she  was  clerk  of  that  meetingfor  nine  years.  Shegrew 
up  in  Central  Philadelphia  Meeting. 

The  preceding  article  was  taken  from  an  address  given  to  Southern 
California  Quarterly  Meeting,  Fall  1992. 
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Spiritual  Activism  in  Contemporaiy  Quaker  Life 
by  Nancy  Morgan  and  Claire  Schroeter, 
Napa-Sonoma  Preparative  Meeting 

In  the  past  year  and  a half  we  have  become  "spiritual 
activists."  During  that  time  we  have  led  sessions  at  three 
meetings  of  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  titled,  "Angels 
and  Mystical  Experience."  We  were  motivated  by  our  con- 
cern to  revive  and  draw  into  contemporary  life  the  legacy  of 
George  Fox  and  the  early  Quaker  mystics.  We  were  addition- 
ally inspired  by  the  recent  work  of  (non-Quaker)  Sophie 
Burnham  in  A Book  of  Angels  (1990)  and  Angel  Letters  (1991). 

We  believe  that,  to  the  extent  our  action  in  the  world  is 
informed  by  our  daily  seeking  of  guidance  through  prayer  and 
meditation,  we  become  more  whole,  more  effective  persons. 
And  to  the  extent  that  we  become  open  to  a breaking-through 
into  our  lives  from  the  realm  of  the  spirit  and  can  incorporate  this 
experience  of  grace,  we  are  spiritually  enriched. 

We  began  each  session  by  sharing  a little  of  Burnham's 
work  and  our  own  experiences  of  mystery.  We  then  invited 
others  to  do  likewise,  in  a worship-sharing  format.  For  each 
person  the  visitation  they  described  came  unbidden.  There 
was  a feeling  of  being  lifted  out  of  oneself  and  out  of  ordinary 
reality,  of  being  enveloped  by  love,  of  being  guided  away 
from  danger,  or  of  being  ushered  into  a profound  under- 
standing of  one's  situation.  Often  the  one  to  whom  this 
happened  had  told  only  one  or  two  people  — or  sometimes 
no  one  else  — of  this  visitation. 

Perhaps  this  kind  of  experience  is  not  rare  in  contempo- 
rary times.1  In  the  course  of  these  three  meetings  of  Friends 
a total  of  between  fifty  and  sixty  men  and  women  of  all  ages 
shared  their  own  very  unique  spiritual  experiences  with 
those  of  us  who  were  gathered  together. 

We,  Nancy  and  Claire,  shared  the  following  experiences 
with  other  Friends: 

Nancy 

I was  nineteen  and  a student  at  a Quaker  College 
in  the  Midwest.  There,  for  the  first  time  I had  found  a 
form  of  worship  — silent  meeting  — which  felt  right 
to  me.  One  evening  as  I walked  from  the  library  to  my 
dormitory  I was  confronted  with  the  most  desperate 
circumstance  of  my  life.  I was  forcibly  abducted  by  a 
strange  man,  repeatedly  hit  in  the  face,  slammed 
against  trees,  and  dragged  across  a strip  of  lawn  to  his 
parked  car.  I fought  and  screamed,  but  no  help  came. 

As  we  drove  away  from  campus,  his  arm  in  a choke 
around  my  neck,  the  town  lights  disappearing  behind 
us,  I realized  that  I was  beyond  human  help.  This  man 
was  in  a psychotic  frenzy,  a murderous  rage.  I realized 
that  I would  likely  die.  I began  to  pray  for  help. 

As  we  arrived  at  an  abandoned  airport,  he  switched 
off  the  motor,  turned  off  the  headlights,  and  turned  his 
attention  to  me.  With  a snarl  and  a curse  he  began 
tearing  off  my  clothes.  But  in  the  next  moment  all  sense 
of  panic  faded,  and  I became  aware  of  a Presence  with 


me  in  the  car,  just  over  my  right  shoulder.  It  spoke  in 
a masculine  voice,  saying  to  me,  "You  get  out  of  the 
way  now.  You  wouldn't  know  what  to  do  here.  I'm 
taking  over." 

My  next  awareness  was  that  I was  positioned  over 
my  own  right  shoulder,  looking  down  on  my  body 
and  the  whole  scene  in  the  car.  I watched  with  interest 
as  my  disconnected  self  assumed  a new  role.  I/she 
began  to  speak  to  this  man  as  a therapist  or  a counse- 
lor, getting  him  to  talk  at  length  about  himself  and  his 
life.  He  visibly  calmed  down,  and  his  rage  seemed  to 
drain  away.  After  what  could  have  been  thirty  min- 
utes or  three  hours  — I had  no  sense  of  time  — he 
apologized  for  what  he  had  done  and  said  he  would 
drive  me  back  to  campus.  At  about  this  moment  I 
seemed  to  slip  back  into  my  body. 

My  ordeal  was  not  yet  over.  I spent  two  weeks  in 
intensive  care  with  multiple  internal  and  external 
injuries  and  an  uncertain  prognosis.  But  I was  safe, 
alive,  and  grateful.  In  the  years  that  followed  I told  the 
story  of  my  ordeal  to  several  people,  taking  credit  for 
extricating  myself  from  the  ordeal.  Only  later  did  I 
fully  realize  that  every  move  I made  and  every  word 
I spoke  was  directed,  and  that  the  credit  belonged,  not 
to  me,  but  to  the  guardian  angel  who  spoke  to  me  that 
night,  and  to  God. 

Claire 

When  I was  twenty-one  I developed  a severe  case 
of  hepatitis  and  was  hospitalized  in  San  Francisco.  I 
heard  doctors  and  medical  students  say  that  I was 
going  to  die  within  the  week.  Most  of  the  staff  avoided 
my  room  because  I was  very  contagious.  It  seemed  no 
one  wanted  to  bother  with  me.  I felt  very  alone. 

One  day  I woke  from  my  nearly  comatose  state  to 
find  that  an  elderly  black  nurse  had  come  into  my 
room  and  opened  the  window.  She  was  giving  me  a 
bath  and  singing  to  me.  In  the  midst  of  this  sudden 
change  of  climate  in  the  room,  I glanced  over  at  a vase 
of  flowers  someone  had  brought.  Among  the  yellow 
and  orange  gladioli  I saw  something  that  I can  only 
describe  as  flower  spirits.  And  sitting  on  top  of  the 
beautiful  bouquet  was  a tiny  angel,  like  a small  doll, 
with  yellow  wings.  She  looked  at  me  and  I looked  at 
her;  then  she  disappeared.  I had  never  seen  an  angel 
before. 

After  her  appearance  I knew  I was  going  to  be  all 
right.  I started  to  get  better  and  eventually  left  the 
hospital,  fully  recovered. 

If  any  Friends  have  responses  or  experiences  they  would 
like  to  share  with  us,  we  would  be  happy  to  hear  from  you.* 
1 In  the  1970's  a nationwide  survey  conducted  by  the  National 
Opinion  Research  Center  at  the  University  of  Chicago  found  that 
a surprisingly  large  proportion  of  Americans  had  had  such  an 
occurrence.  Andrew  Greeley  and  William  C.  McCready,  "Are  we 
a Nation  of  Mystics?"  New  York  Times  Magazine,  January  26, 1975. 
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A Challenge  for  Friends 

by  Jean  Roberts,  Eastside 

More  than  300  years  ago  George  Fox  and  Margaret  Fell 
brought  together  a group  of  people  who  became  known  as 
Quakers.  The  impetus  for  this  gathering  was  Fox's  life-long  search 
for  the  meaning  of  God.  His  intense  longing  and  desire  for  God 
and  the  Truth  led  him  into  mystical  and  paranormal  phenomena. 
He  then  articulated  these  experiences  in  such  a forceful  and 
charismatic  way  that  a new  religion  was  released  through  him. 

Fox's  powerful  experiences  did  not  originate  with  him  nor 
did  they  disappear  after  his  death.  They  continue  in  people  to  this 
day.  What  is  tire  origin  of  these  experiences  and  why  do  they 
drastically  transform  lives?  To  answer  that  question  would  shed 
much  needed  light  on  a neglected  part  of  human  experience. 
Research  in  this  area  points  to  the  continuing  evolution  of  the 
human  body  and  the  subsequent  effects  on  consciousness.  This  is 
accomplished  by  the  arousal  of  a latent  form  of  energy  in  the  body. 
The  Hindu  tradition  calls  this  "kundalini  awakening."  Early 
Christians  referred  to  it  as  the  Holy  Spirit  or  the  Holy  Terror, 
because  of  its  unpredictable  effects.  The  process  leading  to  the 
quickening  of  this  energy  has  been  understood  by  mystery 
religions  through  the  ages  and  has  been  the  goal  of  y ogic  practices. 

Why  should  this  interest  Friends?  Because  at  this  time  in  our 
history  this  energy  has  been  spontaneously  awakened  at  an 
unprecedented  rate  in  people  all  over  the  world,  and  Friends  are 
among  them.  Unlike  other  cultures,  we  in  the  West  do  not  readily 
recognize  the  signs  of  this  phenomenon  — signs  which  can 
include  involuntary  shaking  or  "quaking,"  high  energy  episodes 
along  with  unusual  sights  and  sounds,  profound  moments  or 
bliss,  out-of-body  experiences,  and  new  psychic  abilities.  Al- 
though these  events  can  be  extremely  intense,  many  people  are 
able  to  accept  and  eventually  integrate  them  into  their  lives. 
Others  are  frightened  and  either  try  to  forget  or,  in  an  attempt  to 
find  help  through  the  medical  system,  become  labeled  and 
treated  as  one  of  the  "mentally  ill." 

The  written  word  and  the  spoken  experience  show  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  this  energy.  Its  history  is  one  with  the  human 
race.  Words  often  used  to  describe  encounters  with  this  force 
include  light,  fire,  heat,  bliss,  and  love.  The  light  and  the  fire  can  be 
seen,  theheatfelt,  and  thebliss  and  love  experienced  as  immensely 
powerful.  This  power  was  known  by  many  of  our  great  religious 
leaders,  mystics,  and  saints  and  is  the  same  power  that  lies  in  each 
one  of  us;  it  is  part  of  our  biological  being.  When  released,  this  force 
can  energize  our  every  cell  and  lead  to  other  dimensions  of 
consciousness.  Following  this  transforming  event,  religious  belief 
gives  way  to  spiritual  knowledge.  Anxiety  over  our  own  death 
often  disappears,  and  a new  life  free  from  past  fears  begins. 

If  this  energy  is  proven  to  be  an  integral  part  of  the 
evolutionary  process,  it  could  be  the  transcending  link  among 
religions,  making  theological  differences  unimportant.  The 
challenge  for  each  of  us  as  Friends  is  to  look  at  the  evidence 
for  the  existence  of  this  energy.  We  can  then  decide  for 
ourselves  whether  it  deserves  further  attention.  ■ 


A Resourceful  Friend 

by  Madge  Seaver,  Palo  Alto 

Meetings  which  aim  to  have  a serious  and  consistent  adult 
education  program  sometimes  search  in  vain  for  adequate 
resources.  For  some  years  now,  Leonard  Kenworthy  has 
been  filling  that  need.  Meeting  libraries  may  have  a number 
of  his  pamphlets  on  Quakerism,  including  biographies  of 
Quakers  only  vaguely  known  to  many  but  quite  influential  in 
their  day,  such  as  John  Bright. 

Shortly  before  his  recent  death,  Leonard  Ken  worthy  pub- 
lished a little  group  of  Bible  Studies:  The  Twelve  Disciples, 
Jesus,  and  The  Prophets.  Two  additional  writings  are  Prayer 
and  Reflections  on  Religion  and  Quakerism.  They  are  available 
from  Quaker  Publications,  Box  726,  Kennett  Square,  PA 
19348.  Each  pamphlet  costs  $2.50,  plus  $.50  postage. 

His  Reflections  on  Religion  and  Quakerism  is  particularly 
appropriate  for  adult  study.  There  are  some  provocative  lists, 
for  example: 

"Marks  of  a Vital  Friends  Meeting: 

A place  of  spiritual  growth  and  impact  on  those 
within  the  group  and  those  outside  it; 

The  central  place  of  the  Meeting  for  Worship; 

Fostering  broad  participation  and  shared 
leadership." 

All  of  Kenworthy's  writings  are  easy  to  read  and  lively.  I 
was  amused  by  his  beginning  his  work  on  The  Prophets  by 
referring  to  his  youthful  impression  that  these  six  prophets 
were  "conceited,  churlish,  and  possibly  a little  crazy."  When 
older  and  wiser,  he  realized  their  tremendous  contribution  to 
our  understanding  of  God,  not  as  filled  with  hate,  wrath,  and 
anger,  but  as  a God  of  forgiveness,  compassion,  and  love.  In 
his  section  on  Jeremiah,  however,  he  omits  some  of  the  most 
fascinating  details:  Jeremiah's  challenge  to  the  false  prophet 
who  told  the  people  that  everything  would  turn  out  all  right 
and  also  his  little  dramatic  parables. 

Kenworthy  uses  no  footnotes.  I missed  attribution  by 
titles  and  page  numbers.  In  the  conclusion  of  Jesus,  for 
example,  he  cites  several  Friends — Sigrid  Lund,  John  Wilhelm 
Rowntree,  Kathleen  Lonsdale,  and  Mildred  Binns  Young. 
Should  some  readers  and  discussion  leaders  want  to  know 
where  to  find  these  citations,  Kenworthy  does  not  help  them. 

Each  of  these  five  pamphlets  is  preceded  by  a short 
biography.  Leonard  Kenworthy's  beginnings  were  in  Rich- 
mond, Indiana,  at  Westtown  School  and  Earlham  College, 
with  graduate  degrees  from  Columbia  University.  For  two 
years  at  the  beginning  of  World  War  II  he  directed  the  Quaker 
International  Center  in  Berlin,  helping  Jews  and  others  to 
leave  Germany.  Back  in  the  United  States  he  worked  in  ten 
camps  and  units  of  the  Civilian  Public  Service. 

What  won  my  heart  was  his  life-long  conviction  that  we 
Friends  need  to  learn  a great  deal  about  our  Society  and  that 
he  could  help  us  realize  this  task.  ■ 
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Quakers  Speak  Against  Amendment  2 

Due  to  opposition  to  Colorado's  Amendment  2,  representatives 
of  thirteen  Quaker  meetings  in  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Utah,  and 
Arizona,  meeting  in  Denver,  February  13  and  14, 1993,  declined  to 
commit  to  a long-term  contract  with  Fort  Lewis  College  in  Durango 
as  the  site  for  the  annual  gathering  of  Intermountain  Quakers. 

Representatives  had  no  satisfactory  alternative  site  in  mind  but 
want  further  direction  from  the  individual  meetings.  The  repre- 
sentatives are  concerned  that  a total  boycott  of  Colorado  penalizes 
many  who  do  not  support  Amendment  2,  and  they  want  a more 
positive  approach,  building  bridges  rather  than  burning  them. 

Representatives  decided  to  ask  Quakers  attending  the  an- 
nual gathering  planned  for  June  to  demonstrate  their  support  for 
the  human  rights  of  gays,  lesbians,  and  bisexuals  on  their  journey 
to  Durango.  This  could  include  openly  wearing  pink  triangles 
and  putting  signs  or  decals  on  vehicles. 

In  addition,  during  the  annual  meeting  there  will  be 
discussion  groups  considering  actions  Quakers  can  take  to 
reduce  all  kinds  of  discrimination  in  our  society.  A special 
session  during  the  June  gathering  will  consider  supporting 
same-gender  marriages.  Several  individual  meetings  in  the 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  area  have  conducted  same- 
gender  marriages,  and  other  meetings  are  considering  it. 

For  information:  Randall  S.  Herrick-Stare,  105  East  First  Ave, 
Denver,  CO  80203.  Days:  (303)  694-9300,  Evenings:  (303)  777-2105. 

Excerpts  from  Letters  — 

Colorado  Amendment  2 

Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting, 

Dear  Martin  and  Friends: 

I regret  to  inform  you  that  I will  not  be  attending  Inter- 
mountain Yearly  Meeting  . . . this  year,  as  I feel  led  to  honor 
the  boycott  of  conventions  at  Colorado  locations  aimed  at 
encouraging  a repeal  of  Colorado's  Amendment  2.  1 am 
saddened  by  this  development,  as  I'd  looked  forward  to 
IMYM  this  year,  to  seeing  old  friends  and  participating  in 
EMYM  activities....It  seems  likely  that  I will  observe  a courte- 
ous vigil  throughout  the  duration  of  the  yearly  meeting, 
alongside  the  main  highway  from  Farmington,  New  Mexico, 
to  Durango,  just  south  of  the  Colorado  state  line,  and  spend 
my  nights  at  a campground  in  northern  New  Mexico.  But  all 
is  in  God's  hands.  I shall  endeavor  to  remain  open  to  further 
leadings.  Sincerely,  Marshall  Massey 

Dear  Marshall: 

...  I will  miss  your  participation  in  the  yearly  meeting My 

own  leadings  are  to  seek  the  support  of  other  Friends  in  the 
struggle  against  discrimina  tion  and  to  assist  in  the  reinforcement 
Friends  can  get  from  one  another  in  carrying  on  this  struggle.  I see 
Amendment  2 as  part  of  a much  wider  effort  affecting  the  human 
rights  of  all  who  don't  conform  to  a narrow  value  system  and  as 
part  of  an  effort  being  undertaken  all  over  the  country.  There  will 
be  versions  of  this  amendment  and  others  over  a wide  area  and 
we  must  confront  the  basic  problem  of  changing  understanding 

Continued  on  next  column 


First  Day  School  Planning 

by  Lee  Steelman,  Orange  County 

Though  Friends  attend  meeting  for  worship  knowing  that 
we  shall  be  guided  by  the  spirit,  very  few  First  Day  School 
teachers  feel  safe  relying  on  this  method  to  prepare  for 
teaching  our  children.  Normally,  we  spend  much  time  plan- 
ning curricula.  A persistent  question  is:  What  is  important  to 
teach  in  First  Day  School? 

InOrangeCountyMeetingwefeelfortunatetohavebeenable 
to  talk  with  several  generations  of  young  people  who  have  gone 
through  our  teaching.  We  asked,  "What  do  you  remember  about 
First  Day  School  experiences?  Were  there  special  lessons  or 
events  which  remain?  What  is  your  most  vivid  memory?" 

Those  of  us  who  asked  the  questions  were  the  very  per- 
sons who  spent  long  hours  planning  the  sessions,  both  for 
content  and  for  activities. 

Rather  than  recalling  values  which  we  had  concentrated 
upon  imparting,  former  students  consistently  referred  to  very 
specific,  special  times  when  individual  Friends  interacted 
with  them  or  to  events  in  which  the  whole  Meeting  partici- 
pated. They  remembered  when  an  adult  Friend  related  to 
them  on  a personal  level. 

Wha  t d oes  this  mean  to  us  as  First  Day  School  planners?  In  our 
Meeting  we  decided  to  spend  less  time  on  details  of  presenting 
material  with  more  emphasis  on  enjoying  the  interaction  be- 
tween teacher  and  students.  The  acceptance  of  the  importance  of 
relationships  as  being  the  most  significant  seemed  to  free  us  both 
when  considering  content  and  in  relating  to  the  children.  In 
addition,  it  appears  to  have  been  responsible  for  increased 
personal  sharing  of  feelings  from  both  students  and  teachers. 

We  remind  teachers  that  the  greatest  gift  they  can  share  is 
themselves.  Sincere  caring  for  our  children  is  of  far  greater 
value  than  a perfectly  prepared  presentation.  Each  person  is 
a gift  in  him  or  herself. 

In  addition  to  encouraging  teacher-student  interaction  we 
try  to  provide  other  opportunities  for  children  and  adults  to 
interact.  Our  present  First  Day  School  is  very  small,  making 
cooperation  of  all  ages  essential  for  producing  a play,  party,  or 
fund-raiser.  Thus,  what  may  have  been  a handicap  has  actu- 
ally been  valuable  for  us.  We  realize  that  we  often  allowed  age 
groups  to  become  segregated  when  there  were  more  children. 

Remember  that  sometimes  the  completely  unplanned  hap- 
penings are  the  most  poignant  and  meaningful.  Cherish  them.  ■ 


Children:  Drawing  by  Gretchen  McGarigle. 


continued  from  previous  column 

and  attitudes I see  nothing  contradictory  in  our  respective 

leadings  other  than  where  we'll  be,  physically,  at  the  time  of  the 
IMYM  gathering.  We  will  be  employing  different  methods  in 
response  to  the  same  values  and  to  achieve  the  same  goals. .. 
During  your  vigil,  I hope  you  will  walk  or  stand  or  both  with  a 
sense  of  the  presence  of  God  and  the  support  of  IMYM  Friends. 
In  Friendly  Fellowship,  Martin  Cobin,  Clerk,  IMYM  n 
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Yearly  Meeting  Structure 

by  Paula  Butzi,  NPYM  Steering  Committee  Clerk 

(Eastside) 

In  1972  "Friends  in  this  northwest  comer  of  the  country...  felt 
they  would  like  to  set  up  their  own  yearly  meeting  to  focus  more 
on  fellowship  and  spiritual  growth.1  The  purpose  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  is  to  provide  a means  for  Friends  to  strengthen  and 
support  one  another  in  a common  search  for  Truth  and  Light. 

Then  we  were  a small  group  of  meetings  concentrated 
between  Eugene  and  Seattle.  Now  we  stretch  across  four 
states.  We  have  many  people  new  to  Friends  and  North 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  (NPYM).  How  do  we  incorporate  and 
respond  to  these  varied  needs  and  expectations? 

During  the  past  twenty  years  Friends  have  periodically 
asked  if  our  structure  needs  to  be  revised.  In  1980  monthly 
meetings  directed  Steering  Committee  to  focus  on  three  tasks: 
(1)  plan  annual  session;  (2)  care  for  NPYM  business  while  the 
yearly  meeting  is  not  in  session;  and  (3)  facilitate  communica- 
tion throughout  the  yearly  meeting.  In  later  years  Steering 
Committee  minuted  that  Steering  Committee  does  not  itself 
deal  with  social  concerns,  referring  them  to  the  monthly 
meetings.  However,  we  are  reminded  that  "there  remains 
tension  between  those  who  desire  our  yearly  meeting  to 
provide  nurture  only  and  those  who  want  the  yearly  meeting 
to  deal  with  concerns  which  have  moved  or  are  moving  in  the 
whole  Society  of  Friends...." 

As  we  grow  in  years  and  numbers  we  stretch  our  structure 
and  find  it  does  not  function  as  well  for  us.  Now  is  the  time  to 
re-examine  our  current  structure  and  consider  our  purpose  in 
gathering  as  a yearly  meeting  and  how  best  to  achieve  it. 

A "Mulling  Over  Committee"  was  established  by  Steering 
Committee  in  May  1992.  This  group  developed  the  following 
queries.  Responses  from  individuals,  small  groups,  and/or 
monthly  meetings  should  be  sent  to  : 

Paula  Butzi 

14349  189th  Way  NE 

Woodinville,  WA  98072. 

They  should  be  received  no  later  than  June  15, 1993.  These 
responses  will  be  discussed  at  a plenary  session  at  Annual 
Session. 

Queries: 

How  can/ should  the  Y early  Meeting  help  us  in  reaching  for 
a deeper  relationship  with  God,  the  Inner  Light,  the 
Christ  Within? 

What  role  does  the  Yearly  Meeting  play  in  our  daily  lives? 
Is  it  only  a once  yearly  retreat  or  does  it  serve  some  other 
ongoing  purpose? 

As  a yearly  meeting,  should /can  we  begin  to  address  social 
concerns? 

Our  current  Ministry  and  Oversight  Committee  meets  only 
for  Annual  Session.  What  useful  function  might  a stand- 
ing Committee  serve?  m 

1 Rose  Lewis,  Steering  Committee  Clerk's  Report,  1976. 


The  Business  of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
by  Harold  Carson,  Olympia 

Twenty  years  have  passed  since  our  first  yearly  meeting 
sessions  at  St.  Martins  College,  Lacey,  Washington.  For  seven 
years  previous  to  the  beginning  of  NPYM,  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  members  in  the  Northwest  had  felt  the  need  to 
establish  their  own  yearly  meeting.  Some  of  those  reasons 
were: 

1.  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  was  getting  too  large  and  travel 
distances  were  great. 

2.  We  desired  less  business  at  the  annual  sessions. 

3.  We  wanted  time  for  more  fellowship  and  information 
about  Friends'  concerns. 

We  empowered  the  Steering  Committee  (a  representative 
body  of  Monthly  Meetings  and  Worship  Groups)  to  conduct 
the  real  business  of  the  yearly  meeting.  Representatives  to  the 
Steering  Committee  were  encouraged  to  be  active  in  their 
own  groups  and  to  have  an  understanding  of  the  desires  of 
their  meeting.  They  were  to  report  regularly  to  their  meeting. 

Representatives,  when  informed  of  their  meeting's  de- 
sires, were  to  act  on  Steering  Committee  business  without 
needing  to  contact  their  meeting  on  every  business  item.  They 
were  to  share  important  items  with  their  meeting  prior  to 
Steering  Committee  meetings. 

Special  expenses,  such  as  travel  and  contributions  to 
Friends  organizations  were  included  in  the  Steering  Commit- 
tee budget. 

The  annual  sessions  were  discouraged  from  long  sessions 
on  writing  statements  and  letters.  Monthly  Meetings  were 
encouraged  to  care  for  these  concerns. 

After  twenty  years,  Friends'  desires  and  needs  may  be  different. 
If  we  now  desire  to  give  funds  to  special  causes  at  the  Yearly 
Meeting  level,  then  I would  offer  the  following  suggestions: 

1.  Budget  a contribution  fund. 

2.  Appoint  a special  committee  (three  to  five  members)  to 
receive  requests  and  disburse  these  funds  as  grants. 

3.  Have  the  accounting  of  these  funds  be  public  knowledge 
through  the  Steering  Committee.  ■ 


To  Take  Away  the  Occasion  of  All  Wars 
Nevada  Desert  Experience 
Co-sponsored  by  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  (PYM)  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  and  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  (AFSC),  the  Nevada  Desert  Experience  will  be 
held  April  2-4, 1993,  at  St.  James  Church,  Las  Vegas,  Nevada. 

Cost:  $40  with  preregistration,  $50  at  the  door. 
Accomodations  include  floor  sleeping  at  St.  James  Church 
or  lodging  at  nearby  hotels.  Make  checks  payable  to  "Ne- 
vada Desert  Experience"  and  send  c/o  Scott  Johnson,  P.O. 
Box  815,  Sebastapol,  CA  95473. 

For  information:  Nancy  Lynch  (805)  966-9358  or  Carol 
Mosher  (510)562-8838,  Co-Clerks,  PYM  Peace  Committee.  ■ 
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News  from  the  Meetings 


Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting 

by  Mary  Lou  Coppock,  Phoenix 

Monthly  Meetings  of  the  Arizona  Half-Yearly  are  helping 
the  hungry  and  homeless.  Pima  Meeting  offers  hospitality  to  a 
dozenhomelesspeoplesentbytheSalvationArmytwicemonthly. 
Volunteer  Pima  Friends  serve  dinner  at  the  meeting  house,  chat 
with  the  guests,  and  at  least  one  Friend  spends  the  night  in  the 
meeting  house.  Guests  may  shower  before  bed  ding  down  on  cots 
and  floor  mats.  Friends  serve  breakfast,  wash  dishes,  launder 
bedding  and  towels  before  the  next  scheduled  sleep-over.  Phoe- 
nix Friends  provided  food  for  a family  for  Thanksgiving  and  later 
gave  the  family  Christmas  presents,  including  food  and  new 
clothing.  Tempe  Meeting  cooperates  with  churches  in  the  East 
Valley  to  aid  the  poor  at  Paz  de  Cristo  in  Mesa,  cooking  and 
serving  over  one  hundred  people  on  the  third  Friday  of  each 
month.  The  meeting's  volunteers  report  a deepening  friendship 
among  themselves.  A grocery  cart  stands  in  the  Tempe  Meeting 
House  to  receive  non-perishable  food  items  for  the  Paz  de  Cristo 
food  bank.  Friends  who  weekly  buy  groceries  for  the  poor  report 
being  better  able  to  face  God  and  settle  more  quickly  into  the 
silence  of  Meeting  for  Worship. 

Flagstaff  Meeting  was  founded  twenty-five  years  ago  in 
February.  A celebration  and  homecoming  are  planned  for  this 
summer. 

Over  thirty  Tempe  members  and  attenders  have  regis- 
tered for  Pendle  Hill  on  the  Road  to  be  held  February  26-28, 
1993,  in  the  Tempe  Meeting  House.  Dan  Seeger,  leader,  and 
Avis  and  Dyckman  Vermilye,  Pendle  Hill  Representatives, 
will  guide  five  sessions  on  the  topic,  "Seeking  Simplicity, 
Integrity,  and  Centeredness  in  Our  Complex  Daily  Lives." 

A forty-five  page  monograph,  Hopis  and  Navajos:  Under- 
standing Their  Land  Disputes,  has  been  prepared  by  Arline 
Hobson,  Karl  Karls trom,  Juan  Pascoe,  and  Allyn  Spence  on 
behalf  of  the  Arizona  Area  Program  Committee  of  the  Ameri- 
can Friends  Service  Committee.  Friends  may  obtain  this 
booklet  by  sending  $2.00  to  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee,  931  North  Fifth  Ave,  Tucson,  AZ  85705. 

A public  forum  sponsored  by  the  AFSC's  subcommittee  on 
Native  Americans  was  held  February  9,  1993,  at  the  Tempe 
Meeting  House.  Friends  andNative  Americans  from  several 
tribes  gathered  to  learn  of  the  Indian  ways  and  the  history  of  the 
Phoenix  Indian  School  land  controversy  and  to  view  a prelimi- 
nary master  plan  of  the  Phoenix  Indian  School  Park  by  architect 
Marley  Porter,  one  of  the  designers  of  the  T empe  Meeting  House. 

At  a meeting  for  worship  a Friend  prayed: 

Dear  God,  grant  me  freedom  from  my  egotism.  When  I try 
to  help  someone,  let  me  not  be  bossy.  When  I try  to  teach 
someone,  let  me  not  be  dogmatic.  When  I give  something, 
let  me  not  feel  owed.  When  I plan  something,  let  me  not 
manipulate.  Free  me  from  self  will.  Keep  me  humble  and 
ever  ready  to  become  teachable  by  thy  Holy  Spirit.  ■ 


Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting 

by  Sheila  Smith,  Corvallis 

What  is  the  optimal  size  for  a vital  Friends  Meeting?  Small 
meetings  form  a circle  of  caring  where  everyone  knows  each 
other  well.  Large  meetings  provide  many  Friends  for  activi- 
ties and  concerns  outside  of  Meeting  for  Worship. 

Meetings  in  Willamette  Quarterly  range  in  size  from  the  tiny 
Florence  Worship  Group  on  the  Coast  to  the  bursting-at-the-seams 
Multnomah  and  Eugene  Monthly  Meetings.  In  addition,  some 
meetings  are  growing  and  others  are  holding  steady  or  shrinking. 

Geographical  location  is  another  factor.  Since  it  requires  a 
full  day's  travel  each  way  for  Boise  Valley  Monthly  Meeting 
members  to  attend  Quarterly  Meetings,  they  are  usually 
unable  to  participate  in  this  fellowship.  Corvallis  Monthly 
Meeting,  which  draws  attenders  from  a more  limited  geo- 
graphic area  than  most  meetings,  has  decided  their  cramped 
Meeting  House  is  no  longer  adequate. 

Multnomah  Monthly  Meeting  has  a thriving  First  Day 
School,  a Wednesday  night  series  sponsored  by  the  Worship 
and  Ministry  Committee,  a monthly  day  to  serve  at  the  St. 
Francis  Dining  Hall,  and  is  involved  in  the  Alternatives  to 
Violence  project.  The  Meeting  held  a rummage  and  bake  sale 
to  help  famine  victims  in  Somalia,  had  "potlucks  for 
folksinging,"  and  showed  the  "Love  Makes  a Family"  video. 
Multnomah  holds  two  worship  groups,  Fanno  Creek  and 
Mountain  View,  under  its  care  and  has  small  group  worship 
in  homes,  as  well.  The  Envisioning  Committee  has  been 
soliciting  Friends'  vision  of  the  Meeting's  future. 

Eugene  Meeting  is  rapidly  growing  out  of  its  building.  It 
holds  a 9:00  a.m.  and  an  11:00  a.m.  Sunday  Meeting  for 
Worship,  as  well  as  Daily  Meeting  for  Worship  at  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  Friends  are  involved  in  Project  Care 
and  are  working  on  how  to  expand  the  building. 

Salem  and  Rogue  Valley  Monthly  Meetings  have  re- 
viewed the  same-gender  marriage  question.  Rogue  Valley 
reported  on  its  December  6,  1992,  discussion  on  Care  of 
Relationships:  "Relationships  are  throughout  the  Creation; 
ecology  is  about  relationships;  living  involves  being  open  to 
any  connection  that  comes  your  way.  A committed  union  is 
the  center  of  loving  from  which  to  reach  out  to  the  world." 

A vital  Friends  Meeting  is  also  a center  of  loving  from  which 
to  reach  out  to  the  world.  At  the  winter  gathering  of  Willamette 
Quarterly  Meeting  whose  theme  was  Listening,  Friends  from 

large  and  small  meetings  learned  to  reach  out  and  listen.  ■ 

* * * 

Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting  will  meet  May  1-2, 1993,  at 
Camp  Adams,  nearMollala,  Oregon.  For  liability  reasons.  Friends 
will  not  have  kitchen  privileges.  Camp  Adams  staff  will  prepare 
all  meals,  except  for  the  Saturday  sack  lunch  which  Friends 
should  bring.  Cost  will  be  $23  for  adults,  $19  for  children.  It  is 
hoped  that  no  one  will  be  excluded  because  of  costs.  ■ 
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New  Mexico  Regional  Report 

by  Phyllis  Hoge,  Albuquerque 

In  meetings  of  our  region,  attention  has  recently  focused 
on  an  appropriate  Quaker  response  to  Colorado  Amendment 
2,  which  having  passed  by  a simple  majority  vote  in  Novem- 
ber, denies  civil  rights  protection  to  lesbians,  gays,  and  bi- 
sexuals. Recognizing  how  loudly  money  talks,  many  national 
organizations  are  engaging  in  an  economic  boycott  of  the 
state.  Since  IMYM  has  been  gathering  in  Durango,  Colorado, 
every  June,  the  question  of  whether  we  should  honor  the 
boycott  is  not  academic.  Happily,  though  our  response  may 
have  begun  in  anger  and  disbelief,  it  is  finding  expression  in 
a kindly  remembrance  of  how  much  IMYM  means  to  Friends 
in  many  widely-scattered,  isolated,  small  meetings  and  wor- 
ship groups.  Moreover,  Friends  who  do  not  live  in  Colorado 
want  to  support  the  efforts  of  those  who  do,  to  change  things, 
especially  those  Friends  living  in  Durango,  who  voted  against 
the  amendment.  Many  of  us  expect  to  take  what  we  see  as  a 
strong  middle  way  — we  will  register  for  and  attend  IMYM, 
but  to  honor  the  boycott,  we  will  camp  overnight  in  New 
Mexico  and  carry  in  our  own  food. 

People  for  Peace  is  a very  visible  Santa  Fe  group  which 
began  at  the  time  of  the  Bush  war  and  has  been  meeting 
weekly  every  since.  Although  not  officially  a Quaker  group, 
it  is  well-attended  by  Quakers,  and  its  meetings  are  an- 
nounced in  the  Santa  Fe  newsletter.  Moreover,  the  group 
intersperses  its  fortnightly  study  meetings,  devoted  to  one 
social  concern or  another,  with  meetings  in  a worship-sharing 
format.  Silence  surrounds  the  speaking;  people  do  not  argue; 
they  share  their  insights;  no  one  speaks  twice  until  all  (30  - 40 
people)  have  spoken.  New  Mexico  visitors  (such  as  your 
Friendly  reporter)  from  Albuquerque,  Taos,  or  Los  Alamos 
turn  up  now  and  again,  but  they  (we)  have  been  host  to  like- 
minded  friends  from  all  over  the  United  States  and  the  world, 
and  their  messages  reach  as  far  afield  as  their  traveling 
members  go — worldwide.  They  have  committed  themselves 
to  the  peace  which  is  "flowing  out  from  you  and  me/ flowing 
out  into  the  desert."  Their  strong  testimony  is  offered  on 
behalf  of  those  everywhere  who  suffer  the  pain  of  war. 

Their  next  study  evening  will  center  on  the  desperate 
plight  of  the  Haitians.  And  underlying  all  is  their  informed 
opposition  to  the  proliferation  of  nuclear  arms,  and,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Los  Alamos  Study  Group,  to  the  various 
kinds  of  craziness  coming  out  of  Los  Alamos,  where  it  all 
began.  Los  Alamos  is  right  next  door  to  the  city  named  by 
Conde-Nast  as  the  one  place  in  the  world  tourists  most  want 
to  visit  (according  to  the  Christian  Science  Monitor). 

People  for  peace  knew  the  war  was  not  over  the  day  the 
Gulf  war  "ended,"  the  same  day  (a  personal  note)  my  one 
grandchild  was  bom,  who  in  honor  of  that  day,  bears  the 
name  Keaomaluhia  — "The  Day  of  Peace." 

The  address  for  the  Los  Alamos  Study  Group  is  c/o 
Stanley  Crawford,  240  Griffin  St,  Santa  Fe,  NM  87501.  ■ 


Southern  California  Quarter 

by  Betsy  Kahn,  Santa  Monica 

"...  he  asked  me  what  a church  was?  I told  him  the  church 
was  the  pillar  and  ground  of  truth,  made  up  of  living 
stones,  living  members,  a spiritual  household,  which 
Christ  was  the  head  of;  but  he  was  not  the  head  of  a mixed 
multitude,  or  of  an  old  house  made  up  of  lime,  stones, 
and  wood."  (from  the  Journal  of  George  Fox) 

Early  Quakers  disliked  the  use  of  the  term  "church"  to 
refer  to  the  building  in  which  religious  gatherings  took  place, 
preferring  to  reserve  that  term  for  the  people  themselves. 
Nevertheless,  Friends  devote  much  concern  and  care  to  our 
"old  houses  made  up  of  lime,  stones,  and  wood,"  experienc- 
ing growing  or  shrinking  pains  as  our  numbers  rise  or  fall,  and 
living  up  to  the  commitment  to  be  good  stewards  of  the 
properties  that  are  under  our  care. 

Inland  Valley  and  Santa  Barbara  Meetings  are  both  search- 
ing for  a better  place  to  meet,  while  Westwood  Meeting  is 
adjusting  to  its  new  meeting  location  at  the  UCLA  University 
Religious  Conference  building.  They  are  now  working  on  foster- 
ing relationships  with  other  religious  groups  there.  The  San 
Diego  meeting  house  fund  is  approaching  $100,000,  and  as  they 
consider  when  and  where  to  build  a meeting  house,  they  are 
exploring  with  LaJollaMeeting  ways  in  which  both  meetings  can 
work  together  to  best  serve  the  needs  of  the  San  Diego  area. 

Due  to  small  numbers,  San  Fernando  Meeting  is  having 
trouble  with  the  upkeep  of  their  meeting  house  and  may  look 
for  another  congregation  to  share  the  space.  A meeting  friend 
donated  towards  the  cost  of  redoing  the  meeting  house  floor. 

Santa  Monica  Meeting  completed  major  remodeling  to  house 
a resident  manager,  hired  last  fall,  to  oversee  meeting  house 
upkeep  and  serve  as  a liaison  with  community  groups  that  use  the 
meeting  house.  They  were  saddened  by  the  departure  of  the  Olive 
Stone  Center,  a senior  day  care  center  that  used  the  meeting  house 
during  the  week.  Their  new  tenant.  Nursery  Nature  Walks, 
sponsors  nature  experiences  for  infants  and  pre-school  children. 

Orange  Grove  Meeting  decided  to  start  a capital  funds 
drive  to  install  a ramp  for  handicapped  access.  They  are 
considering  purchasing  a radio  telemetry  system  to  help 
those  who  have  difficulty  hearing.  During  the  past  year 
meeting  house  projects  have  included  installing  a new  roof, 
repairing  earthquake  damage,  and  completing  a photo  inven- 
tory of  the  contents  of  the  meeting  house. 

Friends  at  Claremont  Meeting  find  various  ways  to  con- 
tribute to  the  upkeep  of  the  meeting  house,  and  their  insur- 
ance carrier  has  agreed  to  cover  volunteers  under  the  Work- 
ers' Compensation  program.  People  can  contribute  to  a Clean- 
ing Fund  if  they  are  not  able  to  help  clean  the  meeting  house 
themselves.  The  Property  Committee  set  up  special  trash  cans 
for  recycling  and  met  with  a Pasadena  police  officer  to  discuss 
improved  security  measures.  The  meeting  is  currently  aiming 
for  a capital  fund  of  $35,000  to  provide  for  future  property 
improvements  and  upkeep.  ■ 
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Memorial  Minutes 

James  Ezra  Dewees 

James  Ezra  Dewees,  77,  died  tenth  month,  29, 1991,  in  St. 
George,  Utah,  from  complications  of  Alzheimer's  disease. 
Bom  in  Salem,  Ohio,  on  eighth  month  26, 1914,  his  parents 
were  members  of  the  Salem,  Ohio,  monthly  meeting. 

He  married  Minnie  Roberts  in  1939,  and  they  came  to 
Arizona  with  their  two  young  children  in  1950.  In  second 
month,  1951,  the  family  joined  Phoenix  Meeting  shortly  after 
the  meeting  had  been  organized.  After  Minnie  died,  James 
married  Edith  Poling  and  adopted  her  son. 

Jim  was  clerk  of  Phoenix  Meeting  from  1955  to  1960.  He 
was  instrumental  in  the  building  of  the  meeting  house  and 
was  active  in  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  and  Southwest  Fellow- 
ship. 

He  later  lived  in  Orange  County,  California,  in  Oregon, 
and  in  Mesa,  Arizona.  When  living  with  his  son,  Terry,  and  his 
wife,  Carolyn,  the  family  moved  to  St.  George,  Utah,  where 
they  were  joined  by  Jim's  daughter,  Miriam. 

He  is  survived  by  his  son,  James  Terrell  Dewees;  his 
daughter,  Miriam  Bywater;  his  stepdaughter,  June  Stanton; 
three  sisters;  one  step-sister;  and  two  brothers.  ■ 

Nora  Yarborough  Sturm 

Nora  Yarborough  was  bom  February  2, 1900,  near  Clyde, 
Haywood  County,  North  Carolina.  When  she  was  two  her 
parents  moved  to  Latuh  County,  Idaho. 

She  attended  Idaho  Normal  School  and  at  18  had  her  first 
teaching  job  at  a remote  one-room  school.  She  later  attended 
the  University  of  Idaho,  graduating  with  a degree  in  home 
economics. 

Nora  came  to  Arizona  about  1922.  She  taught  home 
economics  at  Yuma  and  Clifton  High  Schools.  She  married 
Rudolf  Sturm,  a mining  engineer,  in  August  1929,  just  in  time 
for  the  depression.  Their  sons,  Edward  and  John,  were  bom 
in  1935  and  1936. 

The  family  lived  in  various  places  in  Yavapai  County  and 
in  southeastern  Arizona,  moving  to  Phoenix  in  1952,  when 
Rudolf  became  too  ill  to  work.  He  died  in  the  same  year.  Nora 
taught  fourth  grade  from  1952  until  her  retirement  in  1964. 

Nora  was  raised  in  the  Methodist  Church.  She  first 
attended  Quaker  meeting  in  Tucson  in  1949  and  first  at- 
tended Phoenix  Meeting  in  1952.  She  joined  Phoenix  Monthly 
Meeting  in  1954.  She  was  active  in  the  AFSC  and  on  the 
nominating  committee  and  was  convenor  of  the  literature 
and  bookshelf  committee. 

Before  the  Phoenix  Meeting  House  was  built,  Nora  let  the 
First  Day  School  meet  in  her  nearby  home  when  the  weather 
was  too  cold  or  hot  for  outdoor  classes. 

Nora  Yarborough  Strum  died  June  2, 1992.  ■ 


Claude  Branque 

Claude  Willimon  Ruble  Branque  was  bom  on  February  12, 
1953,  in  Radford,  Virginia.  He  attended  Emory  and  Henry 
College  in  Emory,  Virginia,  graduating  with  a degree  in 
Philosophy.  Subsequently,  he  was  a Seminary  student  at 
Princeton  University.  He  was  ordained  into  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church  while  serving  as  Associate  Pastor  of  Haller  Lake 
United  Methodist  Church  near  Seattle  in  1976. 

Claude  declared  openly  the  integration  of  his  sexuality 
and  his  spirituality  and  came  out  as  a gay  man  to  his  congre- 
gation. He  sought  ways  to  work  within  the  Methodist  com- 
munity and  in  ecumenical  outreach  even  after  his  rejection  as 
a pastor  by  the  church  hierarchy.  He  solidified  his  relationship 
with  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  which  became  his  faith 
community,  home,  and  family.  He  became  a member  of 
University  Friends  Meeting  in  1987. 

Claude's  search  for  a broader  expression  of  his  faith  and 
calling  led  him  to  work  with  preschool  children  and  the  elderly. 
He  also  began  private  practice  in  which  he  integrated  pastoral 
counseling  and  body  work,  utilizing  both  his  training  as  a 
Licensed  Massage  Therapist  and  his  ministerial  experience. 

Claude  lived  with  AIDS  for  over  eleven  years,  and  it 
became  the  matrix  that  defined  much  of  his  life.  He  provided 
massage  and  ministerial  counseling  at  no  cost  for  people 
living  with  AIDS.  He  participated  in  scientific  research  studies 
testing  new  drugs  for  the  treatment  of  AIDS.  He  also  sought 
and  tried  alternative  therapies  from  other  cultures  and  heal- 
ing traditions.  Underpinning  all  these  outside  interventions 
was  Claude's  abiding  faith  in  the  Divine.  His  spiritual  disci- 
pline upheld  him  throughout  his  struggle  with  AIDS. 

Claude  was  a many-faceted  man  with  an  amazing  net- 
work of  Friends  through  University  Friends  Meeting,  Friends 
General  Conference,  and  Friends  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Con- 
cerns. He  was  known  for  his  fine  cooking,  fabulous  desserts, 
and  colorful  wardrobe.  A few  years  ago  he  took  up  beading 
and  the  making  of  ritual  objects. 

In  1988  a Care  Committee  from  University  Meeting  was 
formed  to  offer  support  when  his  health  was  good  and  when 
it  was  not  so  good.  When  needed,  the  Care  Committee 
provided  help  making  medical  decisions  and  acting  as  advo- 
cates. 

When  Claude  developed  more  advanced  symptoms  related 
to  AIDS,  he  became  one  of  the  first  residents  in  Bailey-Boushay 
House,  the  country's  first  residential  nursing  facility  for  people 
dying  of  AIDS.  Members  of  his  Care  Committee  and  a few  others 
sat  with  Claude  as  he  approached  his  death.  He  died  August  14, 
1992,  secure  in  the  love  that  surrounded  him. 

He  is  survived  by  his  birth  family:  mother,  Jane  Brank; 
father,  Walter  Scott  Brank;  sister,  Martha  Cooper;  brothers, 
Scott  and  Neil  Brank;  by  his  chosen  family:  Ethan,  Brendan, 
Megan,  Judy  Howard,  Peggy  Monroe,  Margaret  Sorrel,  other 
members  of  his  Care  Committee,  and  a host  of  grieving 
friends.  ■ 
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Advertisements 

All  ads  submitted  must  be  consistent  with  the 
beliefs  and  testimonies  of  Friends.  $.40  per  word. 
Minimum  charge,  $8.00.  Add  10%  if  boxed. 
ALL  ADS  MUST  BE  PREPAID,  payment  ac- 
companying copy.  Send  for  information  sheet 
with  prices  for  display  ads  and  mechanical  re- 
quirements. Copy  deadline:  45  days  prior  to 
publication.  Publishing  of  advertisements  does 
not  imply  endorsement  by  Friends  Bulletin. 

For  Sale:  For  personal  reasons  Bill  and 
Genie  Durland  must  sell  the  Cokedale, 
Colorado,  “Boardinghouse”  (formerly 
Erimias).  A lovely  22-room  house  with 
woodstoves,  greenhouse,  organic  or- 
chard and  gardening  terraces  near  New 
Mexico  line,  four  hours  from  both  Den- 
ver and  Albuquerque.  Needs  some 
work  but  sound  and  liveable  as  is.  Per- 
fect for  Retreat  Center  (has  been  used 
as  such  by  IMYM  and  AFSC),  com- 
mune, or  country  inn.  Near  skiing  and 
fishing.  $69,000.  P.O.  Box  308, 
Cokedale,  CO  81032,  (719)  846- 
7480.B 

The  Purpose  Of  the  Spiritual  Path, 

Video  featuring  Joel,  author  of  Naked 
Through  the  Gate  (Reviewed  in  May 
Friends  Bulletin).  Produced  and  pref- 
aced by  George  Heaton,  Palo  Alto  Meet- 
ing. $29.95,  $3  P & H,  CA  add  $2.47  tax. 
817  Santa  Fe,  Stanford,  CA  94305,  (415) 
857-9228. „ 


Director  - Operations  & Development 

Successful  retreat  center  with  educa- 
tional/Findhorn  emphasis  invites 
qualified  director  to  join  staff  of  30+. 
We  seek  a strong  business/financial 
manager  with  spiritual  values,  consen- 
sus skills,  an  interest  in  education  to 
help  preserve  the  planet,  and  a desire  to 
work  closely  with  the  on-site  staff 
community.  $900/mo.  to  start  plus 
housing,  utilities,  meals. 

Write:  Search  Committee,  Shenoa, 
Box  43,  Philo,  CA  95466.  ■ 

Friends  Southwest  Center.  Reasonable 
accommodations,  RV  facilities,  mild  cli- 
mate at  4,200  altitude  in  southeastern  Ari- 
zona. Telephone  (602X642-3547/3451.  ■ 


Vital  Statistics 

Birth 

• Lauren  Larson,  bom  to  Karen  and 
Scott  Larson,  January  24, 1993,  San 
Jose. 

Marriages 

• Keri  Etter  and  John  Lake,  Decem- 
ber 19, 1992,  under  the  care  of 
Eugene  Meeting. 

• Jean  Adams-Moffet  and  Bryan 
Uhlenbrock,  January  24, 1993, 
under  the  care  of  Berkeley  Meet- 
ing. 

Deaths 

• Lewis  J.  Kom,  June  22, 1992, 
Albuquerque. 

• Dorothy  Lewis,  August  13, 1992, 
Logan. 

• Martha  Smyser,  November  20, 
1992,  University. 

• Walter  Klein,  January  2, 1993,  La 
Jolla. 

• Alan  Selker,  January  13, 1993, 
Multnomah. 

• Alice  Smeeth,  January  28, 1993,  La 
Jolla. 

New  Members 

• Rosemary  Ann  Blanchard, 

Gallup  WG  (Albuquerque) 
(transfer  from  Hartford). 

• Steve  Brock,  Albuquerque 
(transfer). 

• Beatrice  Butler,  Boulder. 

• Vashek  & Claudette  Cervinke, 
Davis. 

• Joanne  Cowan,  Boulder. 

• Judy  Holdaway,  Soccorro 
(Albuquerque). 

• Kathy  Hubenet,  University. 

• Fran  Kofranek,  Davis. 

• Helen  & Charles  Lewis, 

Redwood  Forest. 

• Eugene  Norcross-Renner, 
Multnomah. 

• Michelle  Tarter,  Boulder. 

• Stan  Thompson,  Eugene. 

• Dawn  Wicca,  Multnomah. 


Announcements 


Follow  in  the  footsteps  of  George  Fox  and 
John  Woolman  with  London  YM  Quaker 
World  Relations  Committee 
Quaker  Pilgrimage 
July  8-23,  1993.  London,  Jordans, 
Oxford,  Woodbrooke,  Pendle  Hill, 
Lancaster,  Firbank  Fell,  Brigflatts, 
Swarthmore  Hall,  and  York.  From 
approximately  L7 60  including 
simple.  Friendly  accommodation 
in  four  towns  with  half-board,  and 
some  lunches,  coach  travel,  guides, 
entrance  fees.  Details  from: 
Eleanor  Barden,  Manor  Chambers, 
School  Lane,  Welwyn,  Herts,  En- 
gland. Telephone:  Int.  code  + 44 
438  716421.  Fax:  Int.  code  + 44  438 
840228.  ■ 


The  First  Friends  Meetinghouse 
in  Montana 

Missoula  Monthly  Meeting's  new 
site  for  their  growing  meeting  is  a 
solid  and  simple  clapboard  structure, 
with  a meeting  room,  library, 
kitchen,  first  day  school  rooms,  a 
three-bedroom  house,  and  fruit  trees 
on  four  city  lots. 

To  help  make  this  dream  come  true, 
write  to  The  Fundraising  Committee 
for  Missoula  Monthly  Meeting, 
Joanne  Kidder,  Clerk,  219  Sentinel, 
Missoula,  MT  59801.  ra 

Subscribe  to  Friends  Bulletin . 

Please  enclose  $20  for  individual  and 
gift  subscriptions,  $16  for  meeting 
subscriptions  (list  meeting),  and  $14  for 
low  income/student  subscriptions. 

Name  

Address  

City/State/Zip 

□ New  □ Gift  □ Renewal 

Meeting 

Contributions  to  Friends  Bulletin  are 
tax  deductible  and  most  welcome. 

Please  mail  to  Friends  Bulletin,  1620 
NW  Menlo  Drive,  Corvallis,  OR  97330. 
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The  Light:  An  ABC  for  Grownups 

by  Charlotte  Condia-Williams,  Las  Cruces 

"...The  sun  shines  and  the  Light  is  clear  and  not  dim,  that  you  may 
see  your  way  and  Life,  though  there  is  a stormy  tempest  in  the 
sea.  And  so  mind  the  summer  and  the  singing  of  birds,  not  the 
winter  and  the  night  in  which  the  beasts  do  yell."  Fox  Letter,  1 664. 

Abide  in  the  Light.  . 

® £ 

Believe  in  the  Light. 

c 

Be  content  in  the  Light,  for  the  Light  is  comfort, 
wisdom,  and  love. 

7) 

Dwell  in  the  Light,  the  Divine  Light. 

7 

The  Light  enlightens  everyone. 

7 

Love  the  Light,  the  Fountain  of  Light  and  Life. 

Q 

Walk  in  the  Light  and  be  grafted  into  Christ  Jesus 
The  Light  is  a Heavenly  Light,  a Heavenly  Treasure  within. 

I 

The  Light  is  our  inward  teacher. 

3 

Dwelling  in  the  Light,  which  is  unchangeable,  we  come  to 
judge  all  the  changeable  ways  and  worships. 

% 

To  the  Light  take  heed,  that  with  it  all  our  minds  may  be  kept 
up  to  God  whence  it  comes. 

L 

In  the  Light  we  receive  the  love  of  God. 

M 

The  Light  is  not  made,  but  eternal. 

X 

The  Light  is  not  natural,  but  supernatural. 

o 

The  Light  is  one. 

£P 

The  Light  is  true  Peace,  but  it  is  also  Power. 
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The  Light  casts  out  quarrelsome  spirits. 

The  Light  calls  us  to  repentance. 

5 

The  Light  shines  in  our  hearts  and  minds. 

7 

Light  is  Truth, 

u 

Unity  and  Purity. 

V 

All  people  are  valuable  because  the  Light  lives 
within  them. 

W 

The  Light  is  with  us  everywhere. 

X 

Experience  the  Light,  the  glory  that  excelleth. 

¥ 

The  Light  brings  peace,  love,  and  wisdom  to 
Yearly  Meetings. 

z 

The  Light  is  at  the  zenith  and  the  nadir.  ■ 
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